GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
LOCAL 1082 MINUTES

March 17, 2009
Call to Order:  6:08 pm

Roll Call of Officers


Local Officers




Bargaining Unit Presidents
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Mabel Serrano, President


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Benito Ortiz , MCBOSS

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Deborah Cannon, Vice President

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Robert Morton, MCYS

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Martin Fitzgerald, Secretary


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Jay Kwiecinski, MCHD
       

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Joyce Brown, Treasurer

LOCAL OFFICERS REPORTS

President, Mabel Serrano’s Report:

Mabel discussed the following items:

Voter registration & COPE drives will occur in April

Public Sector Presidents meeting. Emphasis will be on healthcare reform and Employee Free Choice Act. State is handing out 7000 pink slips in April with 6/30 notice.

Membership asked why focus is federal issues when jobs are at stake.

Discussion held about Green jobs being created with stimulus money. Bill specifically excluded citizenship check.

Asked to support Linda Greenstein

There is a concern that Personnel is trying to force out older workers by suggesting retirement in place of disciplinary action. This can be considered discrimination. 

County Administrator John Pulomena said there is a hiring freeze. Exceptions made for critical staff. 0% raise for 2009 is proposed and copay increase.
Dave Griffin of AFSME is for 0% raise in 2009, 2.5, 3, 4 afterwards & holding copays.

MCYS contract is almost settled. Terms discussed include a 0% 2009 increase and $500 performance evals (the equivalent of the MCBOSS merit). MCHD also expressed concern about the County seeking to take away cars from on-call staff.
Monmouth County contract was signed in November. They have laid off staff since.

Layoffs are not negotiable in public sector per the courts so don't be fooled by politicians promising job security in exchange for givebacks.
Members should watch each others backs. 
Call Mabel @ union office 732-246-5992, email or stop in at lunch if you have any issues you need addressed.

Vice President, Deborah Cannon’s Report:
Employee Free Choice Act overview provided. 50% +1 cards needed instead of 30% request to NLRB. This is the law in NJ. We are being asked to submit a group of letters in support of EFCA. Talking points were distributed. Take these and make one of your own. Thank representative and encourage them to support. Alan Kaufman @ District 1 is who we are working with on this issue. Bring letters to Debbie Cannon or Marie Tane.

Leslie - Learned at retreat that handwritten letters are read more than typed.
Voter registration lists may not be accurate. If you get a call incorrectly, let Debbie know. Exact name match might be the issue.

Mobilization group will be working on COPE drive
  

Secretary, Martin Fitzgerald’s Report:  
The 1/15/08 minutes were distributed. Motion to accept/2nd by Leslie/Felix. Motion carried by membership.
Financial responsibility stressed at union training

DEBBIE - Audit completed after excess time spent tracing receipts of last administration. We passed the audit but ongoing expenses will be fully documented.

JOYCE - Assured Dolores that all transactions made during her tenure were appropriate.

Eugene - Do we have a fidelity bond? Answer - Yes, it exists through the National.

Treasurer, Joyce Brown’s Report:
The bottomline of the treasury report was read. 
motion to accept by Leslie
2nd - Evelyn 
moved
Motion made to donate $50 American Labor Museum Marie/2nd by Elsie carried by membership  (www.labormuseum.org)
Motion made to donate $50 AMFAR aids Leslie/Elsie  carried by membership 
Motion made to pay 50% share of shirt expense (other 50% paid by MCBOSS $4130 + shipping Joyce/2nd by Lucy carried by membership 

BARGAINING UNIT PRESIDENTS REPORTS
Benito Ortiz, MCBOSS
N/A



Robert Morton, MCYS
N/A
Jay Kwiecinski, MCHD
N/A
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Activities & Entertainment,      , Chair
7/25/09 Frog Bridge Day Camp in East Millstone - posting $45.95 adult, $33.95 child

Motion to proceed by Felix/2nd  Elsie - carried by membership 

Community Services,  Arnold Davion, Chair
Arnold thanked team for efforts on activities so far. Bev Kelly, Garland, lovely wife Monica, Marie Tane. Katrina Gibson Young & Iris Underwood.

Also, appreciation was expressed for those who gave time & money to make the bake sale a success.

Henning family drive (house fire) resulted in many donations of clothing, household goods & $. The family was thankful.

Future plans are to raise money & give family baskets & truly needy families. Trying to reach out to families who do not qualify for benefits ($1 more families)

Candy sales, 50/50 & party under consideration.

We are a team of intellectual experts. All members are party of the committee. We can do so many good things.

The sale raised $379.00 which was handed over to Joyce for deposit. Plan is to spend on baskets/needy.

LESLIE - Motion to review if we can pay Arnold/Monica for personal time for bake sale used on snow day  if Comp time not granted tabled for review as use of personal time means member was paid. Leslie/2nd Dolores motion carried


Elections, Jose Rodriguez, Chair
Mabel - Convention Delegate nomination posting will follow
Health & Safety, Phil Rubin, Chair
Air quality test passed. Some areas have problems, Board room & 2nd floor room with blocked vents. 

Filters uses are highest rate HEPA filters used in hospital. Problem is hermetically sealed building has more health issues. Work issues from supervisor to admin to Health & Safety.

No major falls this winter related to weather. 

In case of fire, do not get in elevator as they will shut down. No need to get shut in. Notify personnel if you have a disability that prevents use from using the stairs.

Security buttons are under interview booths. Be cautious not to set off or let children set them off. They are there if you feel threatened or somebody gets sick. Call security if you are sick not Wilfredo/Phil directly.

Blackouts - do not walk around hallways. Stay/wait in the unit. 90% of the time the lights will come back on. If not, you will be guided out.

5/13/09 Blood Drive 9:00 to 1:00 PM - Chrissy was a big help last time. Extremely important that you donate. Blood is a way to help the community.

Complaints about hallway on the 2nd floor. Cabinets meet code. Will check on ingress/egress regulations.
FIRE DRILL - concern about lack of drills. Late fall meetings scheduled.

Sarah Eisner & Wilfredo Diaz are on the committee. 
Ladies 3rd floor bathroom has grease in the handicapped section. Cleaning lady reports this is seeping through the wall from the kitchen. This is dripping into the 2nd floor.

Perth Amboy mold update needed. Someone needs to be appointed. Was cleared when Eileen was our contact.



Legislative/Political, Elsie Issacson & Leslie Dominguez, Chair
  Leslie - Support Carol Barret by attending Pines breakfast. 
Motion(Leslie) to send 4 Democratic Party tickets for active COPE members @ $40 each $160 on 5/3 at 10:00 AM at the Pines in Edison. . Marie/Elsie 2nd accepted by membership.
Motion (Dolores) to reimburse COPE from political fund rejected as against CWA by-laws.

COPE retreat report - EFCA 

Congressman Payne stressed democratic principles HR676 EFCA

Need names/addresses of Perth Amboy Democratics who can fill seats.

ELSIE - Voter registration/COPE drive 4/3/09. Something will be served. Invites will go out.


Committee on Equity, Jill Makarevic & Alexandra Cruz, Chair
N/A
Mobilization, Deborah Cannon, Chair

N/A…………see above
Women’s, Dolores Reed, Chair

Contacted Cathy Hernandez from National for start up information
New Business

     
DEBBIE  - Motion to donate $250 donate $250 to Plainfield Area YMCA 2009 Strong Kids campaign.Elsie 2nd carried by membership


Good & Welfare
     
Adjourned motion Elsie/Debbie 7:35 PM
