August 1, 2010

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

The 72nd Annual CWA Convention was held in Washington, D.C, .July 26 &27,2010, with a joint L/P session on 7/28/2010 and was immediately followed by the Legislative /Political Conference on July 28-29,2010.  I attended these as your Chair, Arnold Davion attended the Convention as your elected Delegate, Deborah Cannon attended as your elected Alternate Delegate and Joyce Brown as a guest.

The 72nd CWA Convention addressed major issues that threaten the future of our great Union and members as well. President Larry Cohen’s message in his address to the delegates was a resonating, it’s hard, but not hopeless. CWA has not been immune to the ravages of the recession.  The year 2009 proved an unprecedented historical loss of membership to CWA. 

 The Union experienced a loss of nearly 32,000 members due to outsourced jobs, attrition, and business that merged or no longer exist.  This tremendous loss transla.ted to approximately $21million loss in revenue.  The year 2010 appears to be on course with 2009.

There will be a march in Washington, D.C. on October 2, 2010 (10/2/10) co-sponsored by the NAACP, CWA, and other coalition members, addressing jobs in America,  and fortifying that we are “One Nation.”  Civil rights are being overlooked and in some cases, not even considered or reversed. We must all stand together to restore America’s greatness and prevent Civil Rights reversal!  Be there and be a part of History on 10/2/10.

CWA experienced for the first time a deficit of nearly $2 million dollars for this fiscal year but is confident that through attrition and the mergers of 2 districts(districts 2&13) and 2 sectors(Communications &Technology and Telecommunications), it will balance its budget by year’s end. It has also instituted cost savings measures from office supplies to staff. The National’s Finance report is available for review to any member upon request.

An amendment to the Constitution, Amendment 6, whereby all telecommunications would be under a centralized VP located in Washington, D.C. and said VP would have the power and authority to “aye” or “nay” any contract and bargaining of contracts would be centralized for the likes of Verizon, AT&T, Quest, Frontier, Avaya, Alcatel-Lucent, etc.  This Amendment was defeated by the delegates as it awarded to much power and authority to one person while not addressing economic and geographic diversities amongst the companies and members. However, even more controversial was the divisive biennial convention.

Delegates also approved, in a roll call, biennial conventions at a saving to the national union of approximately $ 2million a year and to the locals in excess of $4 million a year. This proved to be no easy feat, as members treasured their annual Conventions, especially as this body presides over appeals.  The motion won in a roll call by approximately 25,000 votes.  CWA was one of the last few Unions to hold annual Conventions.  The appeals process will be handled at presidents meetings in the years between Conventions or the appellant may choose to wait until the Convention to have their appeal heard.

A total of 10 appeals were approved by the Appeals Committee to be presented to the Delegates; one appeal regarding a member who performed his work to slowly, although perfectly, was withdrawn.  The convention delegates overruled 3 appeals and sustained 9.  These are available to all members to review in the Local office upon request.

Senator Luis Gutierrez, 4th District, Illinois, and sits on the Judiciary Committee, addressed the Convention regarding the 12 million undocumented aliens in the workforce today and on improving the life of women through Legislation.  A vote for equal paycheck for women performing the same job as men is coming up soon; all members are urged to call their Congressional representatives in support of this legislation.  Women are still paid about 68 cents on the dollar to a man performing the same job.

All members should take pride in knowing that they have been an integral part in reducing and soon ending Pediatric Aids in the United States and globally.  Local 1082 is one of 45% of the CWA Locals that contribute to the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric Aids Foundation.  CWA has contributed a little over $7 million dollars to this foundation over the past 20 years.  As a result of our commitment and generosity, a vaccine exists today that prevents a mother from transmitting HIV to her fetus in utero.  Today, less than 100 infants are born HIV+ in the United States as a result of this vaccine.  The Foundation’s goal is to make the vaccine available globally.

Jake Glaser, Elizabeth’s son, who was infected in utero and who’s prognosis was that he would not live passed the age of 10, addressed the Convention regarding the great strides the Foundation has achieved, and that he is strong and healthy, carrying forward his mother’s work, at the age of 25.

Finally, House Speaker, Nancy Pelosi, addressed a joint session of the Convention and Legislative/Political Conference Wednesday morning.  She warmly acknowledged CWA’ s National  leadership and thanked CWA members for their unrelenting support and commitment to health care reform; she continued  much more lies ahead.

Speaker Pelosi reminded us that 4.6 million jobs disappeared during the George W Bush administration.  The Recovery Act created or saved 3.6 million jobs; the federal extension of unemployment benefits created 1.7 million jobs.

The House of Representatives has undertaken a “Make it in America” initiative.  The House is proposing legislation that closes the tax loop hole encouraging the outsourcing of jobs overseas.  The House is also working on legislation that creates “green” jobs here in America, that demands China uphold American trade and work rules, the U.S. Manufacturing Act, (business owners and Unions teach people new skills), the National Manufacturing Strengthening Act(manufacture in America for our own defense), and the Clean Energy  Manufacturing and Export Act.  

Speaker Pelosi has always been a champion of labor and collective bargaining rights.  She reminded the delegation that the House has voted on and passed 400 Bills sitting dormant in the Senate.  The majority of these Bills deal with job creation.  However, due to an election year, the Senate is blocking the introduction of these Bills with its self imposed 60 vote majority to override a filibuster in its effort to thwart any positive outcomes of the Recovery Act.  FYI:  The $700 Billion in the Bush tax cuts for the wealthy are unpaid for yet the Republicans insist that the $34 billion for UIB be paid for before they support it.

THESE ARE UNPRECEDENTED TIMES AND WE NEED ALL MEMBERS TO BE ACTIVE.

In Solidarity,

Mabel E Serrano

Local 1082 President

